Alt Bank Doc ~ Meeting October 18th, 2004 @ APIRG office, 7 pm

In Attendance:

Stephen Pederson, James S. Brown, Cameron Johnson, Sheryle Carlson

Discussed:

1. Updates: 

· Stephen has been doing research on some of the community currency systems such as Calgary Dollars and those on Salt Spring Island where notes have expiration dates. He will be soon sending a list and brief description of each.

· James has been looking into the definition of money: currency as limited resource typically, that is accepted as a medium of exchange vs paper currency with no natural limit to supply. Fear that electronic transactions could allow more money to be “made” and circulated w/o having to print money, tempting government to print more (inflation) I’m not doing James’ presentation justice here, but he will also have written a brief description of his research that will be sent out before next meeting.

· Cameron is interested in researching Canadian bonds in relation to fractional reserve banking. How it affects circulation.

2. News:

· Global Visions Film Festival (Nov 4-7) this year is on the Colour of Currency (http://www.globalvisionsfestival.com/2004/) and there are some great films exploring the topic of money alternatives and questioning a sustainable future. I recommend seeing ‘Money’ and the ‘End of Suburbia’ both films I have in case anyone misses these. I am coordinator for the roundtables and think it would be great if you could attend these. They are: 

· The Colours of Currency: The BIG Picture: Saturday, November 6th, 5 pm at The Edmonton Art Gallery: -Director: Isaac Isitan – MONEY -Director: Gregory Greene – THE END OF SUBURBIA Members of the local activist community. Discussion on developing alternative currencies, and rethinking means of exchanging of goods and services.

· Breaking the Cycle: Activism Through Film Making Sunday, November 7th, 5 pm at the Stanley Milner Library Panel:  -Director: Velcrow Ripper – SCARED SACRED -Director: Peter Raymont  - SHAKE HANDS WITH THE DEVIL. Discussion on effecting change through filmmaking:  how to begin, become connected, raising funding and awareness.
3. A simple timeline was planned:

· In  January, the Woman’s Law Forum is having a symposium on Corporate Social Responsibility and working group member, Heidi has invited us to present our findings and research by that time. We may present as a group with several members speaking. As well, a short 5 min. video outlining the research with some “streeter” interviews will be done for symposium, to be worked before and during the Christmas holidays.

· So by January, we will have the “chapters of our book” defined and slots beginning to fill.

· As outlined in the project proposal, a “finalized” treatment for the documentary/or series will be completed by the end of spring.

4. Sheryle will be designing a website hosted on the APIRG server to post group’s minutes, research and resources. As well, we will be starting a small library of books, videos, etc that will be available at the APIRG office.

5.  For next meeting:

· Research done by working group members will be typed and distributed to the rest of the working group and then presented at next meeting. (James suggested we designate one meeting out of the month for presentations that would allow members to speak longer, possibility)

· Sheryle will have a better formulized outline (the “chapters” and “thesis”) prepared for next meeting, and research can be better delegated and prepared.

6. Next meeting to be the next second Monday which is November 1st. Same place, same time.

Fractional Reserve Banking

http://www.all-science-fair-projects.com/science_fair_projects_encyclopedia/Fractional-reserve_banking
List of Central Banks

http://www.bis.org/cbanks.htm
